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research team with expertise in market 
research, GIS, search engine optimization 
and social media. The team uses data 
and tools traditionally available to large 
corporations to focus on strategic issues 
and identify new opportunities for growth 
for these businesses. A pilot Economic 
Gardening program will be launched later 
this year as part of Transform Milwaukee.

As a result of another partnership 
made through the Collective Impact 
group, Gloria Stearns offered to provide 
connections to companies in the 30th 
Street Corridor for Kures’ pilot program. 
This innovative outcome is exactly the 
type of effective network Winston 
described at a Collective Impact session, 
providing an opportunity for Sterns’ 
organization and the businesses she 
serves. It’s also a prime example of why 
Transform Milwaukee has enjoyed such a 
tremendous start.

WHEDA is not alone in Transform 
Milwaukee, a key reason the initiative’s 
future looks bright.

Transform Milwaukee received a 
huge shot in the arm when 
Milwaukee 7 was selected by the 

U.S. Commerce of Department as one of 
12 “Manufacturing Communities” as 
part of the Investing in Manufacturing 
Communities Partnership (IMCP) initiative. 
The chosen Manufacturing Communities 
will receive coordinated support for 
long-term economic development 
strategies from eleven federal agencies.

Achieving this highly sought-after 
designation was critical. There were 70 
applicants. The payoff is the Milwaukee 7 
along with the other Manufacturing 
Communities will now get preferred con-
sideration when applying for $1.3 billion in 
federal economic development assistance.

The Redevelopment Authority of the 
City of Milwaukee (RACM) submitted 
an application to the U.S. Department 
of Commerce. Wisconsin Housing and 
Economic Development Authority (WHEDA) 
Executive Wyman Winston wrote a letter to 
City of Milwaukee of� cials in support of the 
application that read, in part: 

“WHEDA, along with its partners, 
continue to advance statewide 
development initiatives to support 
strong manufacturing communities. 
This is evident in WHEDA’s commitment 
to expand the Transform Milwaukee 
initiative . . . the IMCP designation could 
significantly maximize both the current 
and future investment in the Transform 

Milwaukee area.
“The IMCP program perfectly aligns with 

the mission of Milwaukee 7 and its Next 
Generation Manufacturing Council to make 
the region a globally competitive 
manufacturing hub. I understand the 
signi� cant positive impact the IMCP 
designation will have on the City of 
Milwaukee. We must continue to foster a 
strong collaboration between federal, state, 
local and private funds in order to package 
resources that will help grow businesses 
and restore central Milwaukee to a vibrant 
place in which to live and work.”

Governor Scott Walker also wrote a letter 
of support to the U.S. Department of 
Commerce stating the designation would 
match Wisconsin’s efforts to create a 
business climate that supports the creation 
of jobs in manufacturing industries. The 
Governor congratulated Milwaukee 7 on its 
outstanding news.

“This is a testament to the comprehen-
sive work Milwaukee 7 is doing to develop 
our workforce, grow our economy, and 
create jobs. This designation will help boost 
economic development in the Transform 
Milwaukee area, and all of southeastern 
Wisconsin, which will have a positive impact 
on our great state,” said Walker.

Milwaukee 7 was formed to create 
a regional, cooperative economic 
development platform for Kenosha, 
Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Walworth, 
Washington, and Waukesha counties.

US DEPT OF COMMERCE SELECTS MILWAUKEE 7 
AS A “MANUFACTURING COMMUNITY”

COLLECTIVE IMPACT INITIATIVE: 
NEW INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Leaders at Cardinal Stritch University 
will be leveraging a Great Lakes 
Corporation internship grant received to 
support the mission and goals of 
Transform Milwaukee. The University has 
pledged to use grant funds to support 
at least 20 student internships at our 
Transform Milwaukee partner sites this 
summer. Interns will be expected to 
support at least one common goal of the 
Transform Milwaukee Initiative. 

Watch for upcoming announcements on 
this new internship program.

Collective Impact, continued from page 2


